
 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
COPELAND 

Meeting date: 2 July 2019  

From:  Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and 
Community Services  

 
 

COPELAND AREA PLANNING REPORT  

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report provides Copeland Local Committee with an update on 
work and activity undertaken to promote and progress Area Planning 
since the last meeting of Committee. It is also to advise Local 
Committee on their current budget position.   

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The Copeland Local Committee has executive and non-executive duties as 
set out in the County Council’s Constitution. This report sets out the duties 
that have been fulfilled since the last meeting and recommendations for 
decisions that are required to fulfil those duties.  

2.2 The County Council’s vision, set out in the Council Plan 2018-22 is to be ‘a 
Council that works with residents, businesses, communities and other 
organisations to deliver the best services possible within the available 
resources’. The approach and work of Local Committee directly contributes 
to this vision with area based working, and shaping services locally, as one 
of the key ways of delivering this vision.  

2.3 The work of the Local Committee, through Area Planning and projects, help 
to achieve the Council Plan priorities, which are:  

 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe  

 People in Cumbria are well connected and thriving  

 The economy in Cumbria in thriving and benefits everyone  

2.4 The development, operation and monitoring of the Council Plan required a 
focus on the Council’s performance against identified outcomes which, 
increasingly, are understood through localities. Copeland Local Committee 
supports this by targeting projects that deliver on its area priorities.   



 

2.5 Local Committee has available locally devolved funding to allocate within the 
area and supports improved outcomes for the communities of Copeland. 
This funding can be targeted to initiate new activity or to enhance or 
complement existing provision according to locally determined need.  

2.6 The work of Local Committee directly supports the wider Council equality 
agenda and it considers carefully all its actions and decisions so that they do 
not result in inequality of service provision or exclusion from participation.   

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 Members note the current budget position outlined in Appendix 1.   

3.2 Members note the content of the report.  

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 This report provides Members with an overview of the work of the local 
community teams in progressing activity which can help shape and influence 
local services in the area.  

Area Planning Update  

4.2 Joint working continues between the County and Borough Council on 
opportunities to support local communities to develop projects in their areas. 
Officers continue to attend parish partnerships and a range of briefings are 
arranged periodically. Officer attendance and involvement has been included 
at the following sessions: 

22 May 2019 Copeland Alcohol Partnership 

23/24 May 2019 UCLAN Public Value Conference – 
the team attended the 2 day event  

30 May 2019 Organised and supported the Virtual 
Dementia Tour Bus  

10-13 June 2019 LGA Peer Review – contributed to 
and attended sessions with the 
review teams. 

16 June 2019 Community Integration - Eid 
Celebration event – helped to 
arrange and fund the event 

19 June 2019  Meeting with Headteacher  at 
Cumbria Autism Academy  

24 June 2019 West Cumbria Youth Mental Health 
Conference  



 

25 June 2019 Millom Integrated Care Community – 
forward planning  

28 June 2019 3 Tier meeting Millom on creation and 
delivery of opportunities in the area 

2 July 2019 Opening of Campus Whitehaven 

 

Area Planning Projects   

4.3 A number of key projects continue to be progressed including:   

Whitehaven Community Hub - As previously reported this will create a key 
customer hub and bring together all community services for the council 
ensuring easy access to Library, archive and registrars services. It will also 
include dedicated training space for Community Learning and meeting space 
for community groups who want to use the facilities. 
 
Plans have been available over the past 4 weeks in the library and archive 
centre for views and input by the community into the scheme.  The plans are 
due for consideration before Development Control early in July with work 
timetabled to start by the end of the year. 
 
Future High Street Fund – As previously advised, the aim of this fund is to 
‘renew and reshape town centres and high streets in a way that improves 
experience, drives growth and ensures future sustainability.’ The Borough 
Council submitted the Expression of Interest and successful applications will 
be invited to progress to the second stage later in the summer. 
 
Community Grants  
 

4.4 Grants Panel meetings have been arranged over the 2019/20 financial year 
where Members will have an opportunity to recommend funding to 
community based projects that support locally agreed priorities and area 
planning aspirations. Dates are: 

Wednesday 31 July 2019  

Wednesday 16 October 2019  

Wednesday 11 December 2019  

Wednesday 26 February 2020  

4.5 Through Copeland Local Committee, a grant of £4,000 was awarded to 
AWAZ in support of community integration work around Copeland, but 
particularly focusing on the Kells & Sandwith Division.  As part of this a 
community Eid Celebration was held on Trinity Sunday, 16 June 2019, at St 
Peter’s Hall, Woodhouse. The afternoon included a short talk on Eid and 
fostering good relations, followed by a ‘bring and share’  meal, children’s 
activities, dancing and games.  



 

    

Copeland Children and Youth People’s Partnership  

4.6 The last meeting of the Children’s Partnership included items on Copeland 
Borough Council’s Children’s Charter; Connected Communities in Millom; 
feedback on Summit 17; update on the CYA Emotional Resilience 
Programme.  Future dates of the Partnership are:  

17 July 2019  

13 September 2019  

1 November 2019  

Libraries and Archives Update 

4.7 Whitehaven Library was one of only 18 libraries nationwide to host a 

performance of the Green Ship in June, a story written and illustrated by 
the inaugural British Children's Laureate, Quentin Blake.     

4.8 Make a Noise in Libraries (MANIL) is an annual campaign designed to bring 
public libraries and blind and partially sighted people together to highlight 
library services that they may not be aware of. The fortnight, during June, 
afforded Whitehaven and Millom Libraries opportunities to support groups to 
access sources of information and bring people together.  
 

4.9 MANIL actively encourages noise so both libraries not only signposted their 
own services and community connections, but hosted participatory singing 
events. Whitehaven had an evening workshop and harmony work with Dr 
Dave Camlin whilst Millom made its music with local singers Omuzyka, a 
local school and members of the Barrow Blind Society. 
 

4.10 A number of Archive and Libraries staff have successfully completed 
Walking for Health training with Active Cumbria and now will incorporate 
healthy walks into Copeland’s outreach programme to promote library work 
and local history where staffing levels allow.   

4.11 There are opportunities to plan short walks that complement the specialist 
services offered by our teams; the inaugural event, a family story walk during 
half term  based on the children’s story ‘The Shark in the Park’ was full with 
good feedback.  



 

4.12 From July to September, Copeland’s libraries will again be actively 
promoting this year’s Summer Reading Challenge ‘The Space Chase’, which 
encourages children aged 4 to 11 to read six library books during the long 
summer holiday.  At present Whitehaven Library is seeking young volunteers 
aged 13-14 to help promote associated activities, meanwhile helping 
develop confidence and job skills. 

4.13 Cumbria County Council supports the provision of a prison library service at 
HMP Haverigg Library via a library managed under the Copeland team; a 
new contract is due to be awarded for a further three years in July and it is 
anticipated Cumbria County Council will be the providing authority.  

Public Health Update 

Diary Dates and Reminders 

 Copeland Community Stroke Prevention – Distington 7 July 2019 

 West Cumbria Community Forum 12 July 2019  

 Copeland Health & Wellbeing Forum 25 July 2019 

 

4.15 Public Health News and Campaigns 

Public Health England new guidance – Health Matters: Prevention – a 
life course approach 

PHE has published new resource focussing on taking a life course approach 
to the prevention of ill health. Although this is aimed at health and public 
health professionals, this guidance supports the wider community oriented 
life course approach as it considers the impact of health inequalities on lives 
on childhood and adolescence, working age adults and older people. More 
information is available here Health matters: Prevention - a life course 
approach - GOV.UK 

 

PHE reiterates safe sex message after rise in STIs in England 

PHE has released annual STIs data for 2018, Sexually transmitted infections 
and chlamydia screening in England: 2018. PHE continues to work with 
public health bodies, charities and NHS England to encourage regular and 
early testing of STIs and to develop new treatments. The Protect Against 
STIs campaign is aimed at 16-24 year olds, a group which continues to be 
most affected by STIs. It features a “find free condoms in your area” search 
engine. The newly published annual report, data tables and a summary 
infographic are available here. Local STI services can be found online via 
NHS.UK. 

Addressing the increase in syphilis in England: PHE Action Plan 

PHE has published its first syphilis action plan for England. Read the full 
action plan here. 

 

 

 



 

Local community action on “active travel” to reduce air pollution  

An eight-minute podcast from NICE includes an explanation of how 
implementation of NICE guidance such as guideline NT70, Air pollution: 
outdoor air quality and health, can be implemented at a local level through 
promotion of “active travel”, the introduction of clean air zones, etc. The 
presentation addresses questions such as, “How can promotion of active 
travel to school contribute to the reduction of air pollution?”   

 

 Locality report 

4.14 The July meeting of the Copeland Health and Wellbeing Forum will look at 
the outputs of previous workshops and the requirement under the framework 
of the Cumbria Joint Public Health Strategy.  This will enable a joined up 
approach for those leading on themes of planet, people, participation, place 
and prosperity. All local authorities have signed up to the strategy and the 
implementation will be overseen by the Public Health Alliance.  
  

The Copeland Community Stroke Prevention Project carried out its first 
community event in Whitehaven on the 14th July as part of Traders event. 
The health promotion stand was supported by Public Health, Copeland 
Community Services, Rotary, West Cumbrians’ Voice for Healthcare, the 
Stroke Association, NWAS, Healthwatch Cumbria, Public Health, 
pharmacies and the local NHS.  

High blood pressure and atrial fibrillation are known to significantly increase 
your chance of having a stroke, but can be treated relatively easily. The offer 
of free health checks, blood pressure and pulse testing, was taken up by 
more than 90 people. More than 10% were advised to have further 
monitoring and testing.   

Feedback on the day was very positive and included a thank you from a 
young man who had lost a close family member with heart problems but had 
been putting off getting tested and a business owner who has struggled to 
find the time to visit the GP who has been referred to the Cumbria 
Community Pharmacy project. 

Cumbria Community Pharmacy is offering testing at three pharmacies in 
Copeland. Anyone who hasn’t been previously diagnosed with high blood 
pressure can have the opportunity to monitor their blood pressure using a 
portable blood pressure. The pharmacies taking part are Mirehouse 
Pharmacy, the Seacliffe Pharmacy in Kells, and Seascale Pharmacy. 

The next event being attended is Distington Vintage Rally on Sunday July 7. 

 Suicide Safer Copeland  

Another Suicide Alertness Training session took place in Distington on 13 
June with 18 people attending.  Further sessions will continue to run 
throughout Copeland, dates to be advised.  Plans are also in progress to run 
a Self Harm/Suicide Awareness session for youth leaders, helpers and 
volunteers. 

Healthy Libraries 
The Healthy Libraries project has been running for the last 18 months and is 
a partnership between the council’s Public Health and Libraries that aims to 



 

create healthy library ‘hubs’ and utilise Cumbria County Council assets to 
help to improve health and wellbeing.  A Health Champion has been 
identified in Whitehaven library whose role is to promote and coordinate 
health and wellbeing campaigns and activities (along with library staff) 

 
In Copeland this work includes frequent promotions, display, events and 
activities which are now part of the integrated approach to the delivery of our 
community services and public health offer. This work will continue and it is 
worth noting that libraries are being recognised as great health promoting 
settings and Morecambe Bay Hospitals Trust and North Cumbria Hospitals 
Trust have now joined the countywide steering group.  
 

4.19 Dementia Action Week 

On Thursday 30 May the Virtual Dementia Tour Bus was took 38 participants 
from Bradbury House Care Home, Age UK West Cumbria, Alzheimer’s 
Society, Memory & Later Life, Seascale Pharmacy, West Cumbria Carers 
and individual adult carers.  Each of the three sessions started with a virtual 
dementia experience, participants were fitted with patented devices in their 
shoes, gloves, glasses, ear phones and given everyday tasks and exercises 
to complete.   

Some of the feedback from the day: 

 I am a medical student, as a future practitioner:  I wish there was a virtual 
bus for every person stepping foot into any hospital. 

 This needs to be widely available to everyone I think it would benefit so 
many people of every walk of life from young people to older people.   

 Gave deep insight into confusion/perception problems of dementia.  Talk 
afterwards changed my perception of why dementia patients seem to react 
in an unreasonable way, and why some difficult behaviour may not be 
primarily due to dementia, but how dementia alters their coping with other 
medical conditions. 

 I felt very vulnerable on the bus, got very lost and felt very alone.  It was a 
very real experience. 

 Gave me an understanding into how my husband hears and understands 
me.  Will definitely change how I behave in future.  Another powerful tool to 
add to my armoury. 

 The tour made me realise what my dad must go through on a day to day 
basis.  I will definitely be more tolerant and understanding. 

 
Interest has been shown from a number of groups for a return visit of the 
Virtual Dementia Tour Bus. 

 
Two Coffee events were held, one at Whitehaven Library on Tuesday 21 
May with Copeland Community Mental Health Team and the Alzheimer’s 
Society and the second at Seascale Library on Friday 24 May which  
provided a fantastic opportunity for the new volunteers at Seascale to run an 
event, for people to share their dementia experience and Health Watch 
attended with two medical students to raise awareness of their work.  A total 
of £230 was raised for the Alzheimer’s Society. 

 



 

We will continue to support FALLS PREVENTION WEEK, 23 – 29 September 
2019 with Slipper Swaps at Health Promotion Days. 

Local Authority Governor 

4.20 Since the last Local Committee meeting Adam Gregson has been 
nominated as the LA Governor for St Bega’s CE Primary School, 
Eskdale.  This has been agreed with the Member for Millom Without 
Divison. 

5 OPTIONS 

5.19 Members can note the report and choose to comment on activities 
undertaken by the team and events proposed for the future. 

6 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.19 Discretionary budgets are reporting £165,431 actual and committed 
spend    against a budget of £306,655 leaving unallocated resource of 
£141,224 

6.20 Non-Discretionary budgets are reporting £152,667 actual and committed 
spend against a budget of £152,667 leaving no unallocated resource of 
nil.   

7 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 There are no legal implications. 

8 CONCLUSION 

8.19This report provides the Local Committee with a comprehensive update 
on activities undertaken as part of Area Planning and on budgets 
available to assist.  

Dawn Roberts  
Executive Director – Corporate, Customer and Community Services  
 

June 2019  
 
  
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Community Budget Summary  
 
Electoral Division(s): All Copeland  
 

Executive Decision Yes  

 



 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A 

   

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers.  
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Contact: Gillian Elliott; 07966 116941; gillian.elliott@cumbria.gov.uk  
 


